PRAYER GUIDE
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Welcome to the 7 Days of Prayer. There is no better way to start
the new year than with our entire church family focused and
dedicated to prayer. God uses prayer to transform lives and to
change the world by doing far more than we could ever think or
imagine. Each morning and evening, we’ll gather for 45 minutes
in the sanctuary for intentional prayer, centered on Scripture, our
church ministries, our community, and our world. Please come to
as many sessions as you can and pray from home when you
can’t make it . . . and don’t forget to bring your Bible!

Your Morning Star Leadership Team
Scott, John, Jen, Jared, Katrina, Robert, Jim
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GATHERING TIMES IN THE
NORTH AUDITORIUM
SUNDAY, JANUARY 9
Our 7 Days of Prayer starts Sunday morning during our main
services at 9 and 11 am. We’ll also meet that evening from
7-7:45 pm.

MONDAY, JANUARY 10 - SATURDAY, JANUARY 15
We’ll meet in the mornings from 6:30-7:15 am and in the
evenings from 7-7:45 pm.
(Ministries that normally meet during these times will join as we
pray together as a church family.)

SUNDAY, JANUARY 16
We’ll conclude the week in the morning services at 9 and 11 am
and with an All-Church Worship Night at 6:30 pm.

PLEASE NOTE:
 Come to the meetings that you can.
 It's not required for you to pray out loud to participate.
 This Prayer Guide is available at church and on the website so
you can join in prayer even if you can't join us in the
auditorium.
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WHAT TO EXPECT
Simplicity
Many people are intimidated by prayer. It is understandable why
many people feel this way. Please know that prayer (though
extremely powerful) is approachable, simple, and relational. It is
like talking with your best friend—and God wants to hear from
you! Please give some of our prayer gatherings an opportunity.
You will not be required to pray out loud or be put on the spot.
You won’t be embarrassed. We believe you will be encouraged
and strengthened by your time together with others, connecting
with God in prayer.
Scripture
Look up and read the verse or verses listed at each time spot
and respond in prayer. You are welcome to read more of the
surrounding verses as you see fit.
Our Church
Praying for the different ministries will bless our church and will
help us engage at greater levels in all that God is doing here at
Morning Star.
Our Community
We love our city and its people, and leading the greater Salem
area to pursue a Jesus-first life begins with praying for it.

Our World
God is at work around the world and we have the opportunity to
expand our global perspective as our heart grows for all nations.
Prayers in this section are from www.operationworld.org which
provides a guide for global prayer every day.

And . . . If you have a personal prayer request, please share it by
filling out and returning a prayer card to the box in the back of the
auditorium, or online (www.mstar.church, then click prayer in the
dropdown menu).
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LET
US
PRAY
...
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 9 // AM
Our Church / Elders and Administration
 Thanks for those currently serving on the Elder Board, that
they would be men of high character and would continue to be
above reproach in all of their dealings and interactions.
 Clear guidance in filling the current vacancy on the Elder
Board, that God would clearly reveal who He has prepared to
step into this role.
 Wisdom and discernment for the Elders as they continue
to define their role in our church and how that practically gets
carried out as they serve alongside Pastor Scott.
Our Community
 For the Church in our community and the surrounding
areas: Congregations, leadership, outreach. Think of the
churches and pastors you know and pray for them by name.

Our World
 Churches around the world must gain a vision for
unreached peoples. “Peoples” — or ethne in New Testament
Greek — are a basic unit in God’s plan to redeem all
humanity. When we read the Old Testament, the Gospels,
and Revelation, we see that disciples will come from among
every people group on earth. Pray that the Church might
passionately pursue this end! Christian missions will have
many strategies, approaches, and trends, but the concept of
ethne always needs to be part of how the Church understands
the Great Commission.
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 9 // PM
Scripture: Ephesians 6:21

Our Church / Teaching
 For gospel-centered teaching, that every message would
ultimately point people to the full revelation of the good news
of Jesus and the truth that He is our risen Savior.
 For Holy Spirit-empowered teaching, that the one teaching
would always be completely reliant on the indwelling and
equipping work of the Spirit solely for the glory of God.
 For the truth of the Bible to connect with each listener in a
way that leads to life change and formation in Jesus as we
become more like Him.
Our Community
 For our local government: City, county, and state. Pray for
them by name and for God’s blessing on their lives, for those
who don’t yet know Christ to come to know Him, and for God
to use them to help people thrive here in Oregon.
Our World
 Buddhism is the official religion of two Asian countries
(Bhutan and Cambodia), accorded special status in another
four, and is a significant minority in 10 others. In most places,
followers actually mix Buddhism with Chinese religions,
Daoism, Confucianism, and Shinto. After Communism lost
strong influence in Asia, Buddhism began to grow again. The
Dalai Lama of Tibet has made Buddhism more popular in
Western countries. Only a small minority from Buddhist
backgrounds have come to Jesus. The worldviews of
Buddhists and Christians have great differences, and many
Buddhists struggle to understand the gospel message in the
ways Christians have tried to communicate it. Pray for a
breakthrough.
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MONDAY, JANUARY 10 // AM
Scripture: Hebrews 10:23-25

Our Church / Life Groups (Our Community Groups are
becoming Life Groups to better reflect our mission of leading
people to pursue a Jesus-first life.)
 That the Lord stirs up a heart of discipleship and missional living
within us as we seek to serve those around us in our city.
 For new leaders to lead and hosts to open their homes so more
members of our church family can participate in doing life together
with the Lord in the ups and downs of daily living.
 That as we reach out to those around us by sharing and
showing the love of Jesus, they would feel welcomed home and
invited into what God is doing within our groups—and for boldness
to share the reason for the hope that is within us with both
gentleness and respect.

Our Community
 For our neighbors and neighborhoods. Pray for your neighbors
by name (if you don’t know their names, go meet them this week)
and pray that you will be a godly witness to the person and work of
Jesus by how you care and interact with those who live around you.

Our World
 Most of today’s least-reached peoples have not heard the
gospel because it remains so difficult to reach them! Many barriers
(geography, language, culture, religion, politics, economics, spiritual
darkness) leave them hidden or overlooked. These unreached
groups generally will not hear the good news until someone reaches
across the barriers to share and demonstrate the love of Christ, until
a church grows among them. Pioneer mission work is hard,
expensive, and takes time. It requires great cultural understanding,
commitment, and spiritual warfare through prayer. Many unreached
peoples have small populations, and Christians know very little
about them because they are so isolated, or because they appear to
blend in with larger groups. Ask God to reveal Jesus to these
smaller, more vulnerable groups. When Jesus commissions the
Church, He assures the believers of God’s power and authority, and
the presence of the Holy Spirit. The work before us is great, but not
so vast as the greatness of God, who promises to go with us and
empower us.
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MONDAY, JANUARY 10 // PM
Scripture: Psalm 100

Our Church / Worship and Production
 That God would continue to bring the right people into our
worship and production ministries—people who will lead
humbly in praise, worship and production to bring glory to
God.
 That God would use His Holy Spirit to deepen our
worship culture and give people freedom to respond to His
truth humbly and authentically.
 That God would continue to unite our teams into a strong
creative community that glorifies Him through music and the
arts.
Our Community
 For families and children, especially those dealing with
fear, anxiety, and depression.
Our World
 Hinduism remains strongly centered in India (90% of the
world’s Hindus live there). But Hindu ideas became more
popular across the world, through New Age thinking, yoga,
transcendental meditation, the Hare Krishna sect, and
popular Indian gurus (spiritual guides). Like Islam, Hinduism
also has a violent side. Extremist Hindu groups actively
persecute Christians and followers of other faiths in India and
Nepal. The Indian sub-continent has the world’s highest
concentration of unreached peoples. While the Church
continues to grow rapidly among the poorest and the lowest
castes, the main body of caste Hindus remains largely
isolated from the gospel. Pray for Jesus to be revealed to the
world's billion-plus Hindus.
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 11 // AM
Scripture: 1 Timothy 2:8

Our Church / Morning Star Men
 Pray for encouragement for the men of Morning Star, that
they would truly believe that they can be who God has called
them to be—sacrificial and humble leaders in the home and
within our church.
 Pray for the men who are married, that they would love
their wives and families as Christ loves the Church.
 Pray for meaningful friendships with other men. Too many
men are isolated with no purposeful connections that help
them help others to pursue a Jesus-first life.
Our Community
 For our healthcare workers, providers, and first
responders. Pray for strength and encouragement as many of
them work long hours on shorthanded staffs. Stress rates are
alarmingly high within the healthcare industry.
Our World
 Christianity has grown to become the religion of almost
half of Africa's population, and nearly two-thirds of subSaharan Africa. From 1900 to 2010, Christian numbers grew
from 9.1% of the population to 48.8%, and from 7.5 million to
504 million. Of the world’s evangelical Christians, over 33%
live in Africa—a proportion that increases annually! It is very
possible that within our lifetime, over half of the world's
evangelicals will be from Africa. Pray that the spiritual
vibrancy of Africa's believers will spread to the rest of the
world's Christians.
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 11 // PM
Scripture: Colossians 3:1-5a

Our Church / Celebrate Recovery
 For the continued raising up and equipping of leaders as
disciples of Jesus, that they faithfully and humbly love God
and His Word, genuinely love and serve others, endure
hardship, and honor Jesus in all they say and do.
 For the people who come, that through the gospel
message, all will participate in the ministry of reconciliation
and restoration found only in Christ—no longer alienated and
alone, but experiencing the love of God, building healthy
relationships, and sharing the life-giving good news of Jesus
with others.
 That individuals, after experiencing healing and
restoration at CR, would begin to connect in church so they
can serve and actively be part of the fuller body of Christ,
testifying to others about the transforming power of the Holy
Spirit and the constant need of abiding in God.

Our Community
 That CR will be an effective outreach to the
disenfranchised and the lost, and for doors to open so we
again can bring the life-changing message of Jesus Christ
into prisons and the Oregon State Hospital.
Our World
 People who identify as "non-religious" had the largest
increase as a percent of humanity over the last century. This
group was just 2% of the world’s population in 1900, but
11.3% in 2020. The majority are Chinese or European. As
Communism declined in Europe and now declines elsewhere,
many religions see new growth. But all over the world, people
continue to leave their religious traditions. So far, Christianity
has not effectively communicated the gospel to secular,
postmodern cultures. Churches struggle against the spread
of secular thought and values, and many people leave the
faith, especially the younger generation. Pray for wisdom and
discernment to be combined with fearlessness and passion in
how churches address these challenges.
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12 // AM
Scripture: Matthew 19:13-15

Our Church / Children’s Ministries
 For a resurgence of leaders in the classroom. We’re
looking for adults who love Jesus and want to share Jesus
with MStar kids.
 That the lessons and points shared would help our kids
see Jesus well and want to share Him with others. We want to
see many, many kids come to know Jesus in 2022!
 For the parents of all of our kids, that the task and
opportunity of discipleship would take root first at home, and
they would feel empowered and equipped to lead their
children well in the Faith.
Our Community
 For our schools: Students, teachers, support and
maintenance staff, school boards, volunteers. Pray specifically
for wisdom and discernment for our teachers and
administrators who are navigating ever-changing policies that
can be especially challenging to implement as followers of
Jesus.
Our World
 Prayer movements have a remarkable impact in Africa.
The Global Day of Prayer originated in Cape Town through
Transformation Africa and involved tens, if not hundreds, of
millions of Christians. The all-night prayer meetings of the
Redeemed Christian Church in Nigeria (called the Holy Ghost
Services) attract an average of 500,000, but this is merely the
most well known of many such meetings. The familiarity of
Africans with the reality of spiritual warfare, and their
willingness to faithfully put in many hours of intercession, are
possibly the most significant factors in the remarkable church
growth on this continent. Pray for continued commitment to
sustained intercession, and for the rest of the global Church to
learn from this wonderful example.
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 12 // PM
Scripture: Proverbs 2:1-5

Our Church / Student Ministries: High School
 That the Lord would encourage the leaders we have in
their faith and reassure them that what they’re doing is so
important, while also bringing new leaders into the fold.
Would love to have three new leaders by Spring Break!
 That the RIOT Missions Team can unite around the
common goal of serving the community of Lind WA and the
building the kingdom of God by doing gospel-centered work
with the purpose of seeing people come to salvation.
 That students will be bold in sharing their faith and inviting
their friends—that Jesus would be so real to them that they
couldn’t help but share Him.
Our Community
 For businesses, especially those hard-hit by all that has
come with Covid. Pray specifically that companies looking to
hire will find faithful, hard-working employees,
Our World
 Islam dominates a territory that stretches from West
Africa, through the Middle East and Central Asia, down to
Indonesia. Islam grew quickly, from 12.3% of humanity
(1900) to 24.3% (2020). Most Muslim growth comes through
high birth rates, but conversion plays a big part in West
Africa, Indonesia, and the USA. But Islam faces significant
internal crises. The violence and terror tactics of radical
Islamists horrify the world, including many of the peace-loving
Muslims who make up the majority of Islam. More Muslims
than ever have turned to Jesus, but many Muslims decide to
abandon religion altogether. Muslims have become a large
minority inside many Western countries, but communities
struggle with the social and spiritual effects of secular culture
on their faith, especially among young people. Pray for the
small streams of Muslims who come to Christ to become
rushing rivers all over the world!
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 // AM
Scripture: Hebrews 13:5b and 6

Our Church / Morning Star Women
 That God would cultivate a hunger for His Word in the
hearts of the women at Morning Star, and creativity for the
leadership to provide many opportunities for women to grow in
their understanding of Scripture and Christ Jesus.
 That the Lord would continue to raise up a new generation
of leaders within Women's Ministries who feel called to
mentor, lead and disciple women who will then make new
disciples.
 For women in our church family who are lonely or
experiencing anxiety or depression, that they would find
comfort in the Lord as well as fellowship and connection with
other believers in Christ.
Our Community
 For the refugees who have and will be relocating in our
city and for those who help them; also for the homeless, that
our community will be able to have compassion for them and
help bring solutions to our city in the name of Jesus.
Our World
 For Mobilizing. Key to the whole African mission endeavor
is the work of MANI (Movement for African National
Initiatives), a pan-African mission mobilizing and networking
movement. Vision 5015 is the ambitious plan to raise up
50,000 Nigerian missionaries in the next 15 years. Several
other nations have similar long-term mobilizing plans for
raising up missionaries and reaching the unreached in their
own countries. Pray that God will raise up innovative,
effective, and locally appropriate strategies of mission
mobilization, yielding a new generation of passionate African
workers.
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 13 // PM
Scripture: Proverbs 3:5-6

Our Church / Student Ministries: Middle School
 For our students: That middle school students who are a part of
Highlife would fall in love with Jesus and understand the depths of
His love for them. That they would care more about what God
thinks of them than what the people around them think. That God
would transform them from the inside out and that they would
function in the freedom and hope and joy that only comes through
Christ.
 For our leaders: That our middle school discipleship leaders
would be encouraged in their ministry and intentional with the way
that they lead students to pursue a Jesus-first life. That God would
provide more leaders. That our leaders would be unified in heart
and mind. That they would have the strength to persevere through
the tired and discouraging seasons and that their fervor for ministry
would come from an overflow of their relationship with God.
 For our outreach: That our students and leaders would be bold
with the truth of the gospel and that students all over Salem and the
surrounding areas would come to know Jesus. That Highlife and
MMS and all of our missions trips and special events would be
effective to that end.

Our Community
 For our Justice system: Law enforcement, courts, jails and

prisons, prisoners and parolees. Pray for the safety of our law
enforcement and encouragement for them as they serve in a very
polarizing environment.

Our World
 The Church must find new ways of training, sending, and
supporting missionaries, especially non-Western workers.
Traditional Protestant mission agencies will continue to serve the
global movement, but changes in global politics and economics
require new models and patterns of mission work. Mission agencies
increasingly work through partner networks, based on specific
unreached areas or people groups. The networks share resources
or even workers, and collaborate on initiatives. Mission-minded
Christians serve overseas in a variety of vocations, whether relief
and development, business, education, sports, the arts, or others.
Some serve through agencies, but others go on their own, or hold
looser connections with a mission fellowship. Groups that migrated
all over the world (like Filipinos, Chinese, Koreans, Nigerians) have
become stronger forces for mission as they see opportunities for
Kingdom service abroad. Pray they be responsive to God’s leading
and effective in their serving.
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 14 // AM
Scripture: Isaiah 52:7

Our Church / Missions
 For clarity, direction, and wisdom as we develop a holistic
Missions Ministry for the first time in our church, with a focus
on personal mission, family mission, Life Groups mission,
short-term mission trips, and long-term ongoing missions
partnerships both locally and globally.
 For encouragement, boldness, perseverance, strength,
health, and blessing for our current missionaries: Dave Irby
(based in Oregon; travels around the world doing soccer
camps and training pastors), Mike Silva (based in Oregon;
travels around the world doing evangelism festivals), Reid
Saunders (based in Oregon; travels around the world doing
evangelism festivals), Jeremy and Mindy Tice (Europe), Jeff
and Sarah Jackson (Caucasus), Max and Tanya Garkavenko
(Israel), and Petr Samoylich (Latvia).
 That we will walk the journey together as we live out our
church vision: Where every person is a missionary, equipped
and unafraid to live and share the gospel at the dinner table,
in the breakroom, and with neighbors at a front porch BBQ.
Our Community
 For local missions such as Salem Angels, Union Gospel
Mission, Simonka Place, Church at the Park and others you
may know about.
Our World
 Persecution remains present in all countries of South Asia,
although location, social context and time frame all factor into
the intensity thereof. Christians are on the receiving end of
persecution—mostly from Hindus in India and Nepal, from
Muslims in Pakistan, Bangladesh and the Maldives and even
from Buddhists in Sri Lanka. Some of this is unavoidable, and
comes as responses of resentment and fear of church growth.
But some result from lack of sensitivity and wisdom by
Christians ministering into these situations. Pray that
evangelists, church planters, and missionaries might share
the gospel with love and boldness, but also with humility and
wisdom.
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 14 // PM
Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 5:11

Our Church / Online Ministries
 For continued growth in attendance and maturity of the
online Life Group. So many cool moments are happening as
we read Scripture together, but we long for the group to grow
so that more would learn to read the Word of God for
themselves.
 That our Sunday services and the power of the teaching
of the core truths of God’s Word would reach far beyond our
walls, and that many from all over would hear the good news,
find it appealing and interesting, and come to call Morning
Star “home.”
 For the amazing volunteers who continue to take on
larger and larger roles in making this online service what they
believe it can be, that the passion for quality and the focus on
clarity of the message will go hand in hand as God leads us.

Our Community
 For those involved in communications in our community:
Newspapers, TV, social media.
Our World
 The globalization of the Great Commission movement
changed the face of missions. Many nations in Asia, Africa,
and Latin America have mission-sending movements (like
Ethiopia, Nigeria, Brazil, Philippines, South Korea). The
Majority World nations together already send more
missionaries than Western countries. This exciting 21stcentury reality also introduces unique challenges. New
missions movements will still make old mistakes, and workers
from the Global North will now work alongside or even serve
under the leadership of those from the Global South.
International agencies see more recruits from the Majority
World. Praise God for a global mission force that is more
multi-cultural and multi-national than ever before!
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 15 // AM
Scripture: 2 Kings 12:4-5 (buildings, etc.) and 1 Peter 4:10-11
(staff)
Our Church / Campus and Maintenance
 Praise for James Elgin and Zach Berg, who do so much to
steward our facilities and take care of what God has entrusted
to us, that they would have wisdom in how to prioritize the
needs of our facilities.
 That our building would be strategically used to carry out
our church’s mission of leading people to pursue a Jesus-first
life. Our campus is to be a tool for the gospel and we want to
make the most of our amazing location to help lead people to
Jesus.
 Thanks for those that clean our church after each Sunday.
We are praying for one more Clean Team to emerge to take
one Sunday a month to help manage the workload.
Our Community
 For those in the serving fields: firefighters, bus drivers,
garbage control, litter patrols, landscape and maintenance of
public areas.
Our World
 Praise God for the indigenization of Christian ministry and
leadership in Asia. The recent growth of the Church has
largely been through the work of national workers, local
evangelists and ordinary believers. These churches are, more
than ever, Asian in structure, style and leadership—taking
forms relevant for those they are trying to reach. Beyond the
continent itself, Asian Christian leadership is assuming a
much greater role in the global body of Christ. This includes
countries such as South Korea, China and India but also
places such as Sri Lanka, the Philippines and Indonesia. Pray
they be faithful and fruitful.

20

SATURDAY, JANUARY 15 // PM
Scripture: James 5:14-16

Our Church / Pastoral Care
 For healing for those who are hurting physically, mentally,
emotionally and spiritually, and for brothers and sisters in the
Lord to come around them with encouragement and hope.
 For those with anxiety, loneliness, or depression, for
opportunities and people to come alongside them and
minister to them as the Lord leads.
 For our partnership with our neighbors across the street,
Boone Ridge Senior Living. They are wanting us to come and
hold Bible studies or a small church service, so pray that the
Lord will raise up the right people to meet those needs.
Our Community
 For Senior Services and Senior Living and Care
communities, for residents and staff.
Our World
 Missions vision has rapidly grown and matured in Latin
America. The 1987 COMIBAM (Cooperacion Misionera
Iberoamericana) conference in São Paulo, Brazil, generated
continent-wide interest and sparked numerous initiatives to
reach the unreached. At that time, there were around 60
agencies with 1,600 missionaries. Today, there are over 400
agencies representing more than 10,000 missionaries! An
increasing proportion serve outside Latin America and in the
un-evangelized world. Major sending nations are Brazil,
Mexico, Argentina and Peru, but missionary sending
structures are developing in most lands. Quite apart from this
are the thousands who serve God abroad as economic
migrants or deliberate tentmakers. Pray for consistent, loving,
fruitful witness of these servants of God to their host cultures.
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 16 // AM
Scripture: Colossians 3:15-16

Our Church / Biblical Counseling
 For the 12 leaders who are currently being trained as
Biblical counselors, that they would be encouraged by what
they are learning and will gain confidence in the gifts God has
given them. For the launch of this ministry that we’re hoping
comes in September of this year. We have lots of logistics to
figure out, such as onboarding clients, policies, and best
practices, so please pray for God’s timing and the right pace.
 That God uses this ministry to provide healing and
reconciliation to broken people in our church and
community.
Our Community
 For revival, that many will come to know, love, and follow
Jesus as His love changes everything!

Our World
 For the urban poor. In North America, they usually live in
the decaying hearts of major cities; in Latin America, they live
in huge slums that ring or even permeate the major cities.
Churches have a great role to play and are well positioned to
do so. Pray for the light of Jesus to shine through Christian
ministry, effecting urban renewal with a reduction in crime,
violence, and substance abuse and a growth in education,
employment and, most importantly, the winning of lives into
the Kingdom.
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 16 // PM
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LISTS
SCHOOLS
HOSPITALS
CORRECTIONAL
FACILITIES
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LOCAL SCHOOLS
ELEMENTARY
Auburn

Hallman

Pringle

Aumsville

Hammond

Richmond

Battle Creek

Harritt

Salem Heights

Brush College

Hayesville

Schirle

Bush

Highland

Scott

Canadalaria

Hoover

Sumpter

Chapman Hill

Kalapuya

Swegle

Chavez

Keizer

Turner

Clear Lake

Lamb

Valley Inquiry Charter

Cloverdale

Lee

Washington

Cummings

Liberty

Weddle

Englewood

McKinley

Wright

Eyre

Miller

Yoshikai

Forest Ridge

Morningside

Four Corners

Myers

Grant

Optimum Learning
Environment Charter

Gubser

AREA HOSPITALS
Dornbecher Children's Hospital
Legacy Silverton Medical Center
OHSU Hospital
Oregon State Mental Hospital
Salem Hospital

Santiam Hospital
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MIDDLE

HIGH

Cascade

Cascade

Claggett Creek

Early College High
School

Crossler

McKay

Houck

McNary

Howard Street
Charter

North

Jane Goodall
Environmental

Roberts
South

Judson

Sprague

Leslie

West

Parrish

COLLEGES

Stephens
Straub

Chemeketa Community College

Waldo

Corban University

Walker

Western Oregon University

Whiteaker

Willamette University

CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES
Mill Creek Correctional Facility
Oregon State Correctional Institution
Oregon State Penitentiary
Santiam Correctional Facility
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