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Esther 3:7 (NLT)
7 So in the month of April, during the twelfth year of King Xerxes’ reign, lots were cast in Haman’s
presence (the lots were called purim) to determine the best day and month to take action. And the day
selected was March 7, nearly a year
later.
Esther 4:1–9 (NLT)
1 When Mordecai learned about all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on burlap and ashes, and
went out into the city, crying with a loud and bitter wail. 2 He went as far
as the gate of the palace, for no one was allowed to enter the palace gate while wearing clothes of
mourning. 3 And as news of the king’s decree reached all the provinces, there was great mourning among
the Jews. They fasted, wept, and wailed, and many people lay in burlap and ashes. 4 When Queen
Esther’s maids and eunuchs came and told her about 4 Mordecai, she was deeply distressed. She sent
clothing to him to replace the burlap, but he refused it. 5 Then Esther sent for Hathach, one of the king’s
eunuchs who had been appointed as her attendant. She ordered him to go to Mordecai and find out what
was troubling him and why he was in mourning. 6 So Hathach went out to Mordecai in the square in front
of the palace gate. 7 Mordecai told him the whole story, including the exact amount of money Haman had
promised to pay into the royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews. 8 Mordecai gave Hathach a copy
of the decree issued in Susa that called for the death of all Jews. He asked Hathach to show it to Esther
and explain the situation to her. He also asked Hathach to direct her to go to the king to beg for mercy
and plead for her people. 9 So Hathach returned to Esther with Mordecai’s message.
Psalm 83:1–5 (NASB95)
1 O God, do not remain quiet; Do not be silent and, O God, do not be still. 2 For behold, your enemies
make an uproar, and those who hate You have exalted themselves. 3 They make shrewd plans against
Your people, and conspire together against Your treasured ones. 4 They have said “Come, and let us
wipe them out as a nation, That the name of Israel be remembered no more.” 5 For they have conspired
together with one mind; Against You they make a covenant.
Esther 4:10–12 (NLT)
10 Then Esther told Hathach to go back and relay this message to Mordecai: 11 “All the king’s officials and
even the people in the provinces know that anyone who appears before the king in his inner court without
being invited is doomed to die unless the king holds out his gold scepter. And the king has not called for
me to come to him for thirty days.” 12 So Hathach gave Esther’s message to Mordecai.
Esther 4:13–14 (NLT)
13 Mordecai sent this reply to Esther: “Don’t think for a moment that because you’re in the palace you will
escape when all other Jews are killed. 14 If you keep quiet at a time 6 like this, deliverance and relief for
the Jews will arise from some other place, but you and your relatives will die.
Our greatest security is found in following the Lord.
If you keep quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief for the Jews will arise from some other place,
but you and your relatives will die.
Esther 4:14b NLT
Who knows if perhaps you were made queen for just such a time as this?

Our greatest courage comes when we see how our lives are part of a greater mission to bring glory to
God.
Esther 4:15–17 (NLT)
15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go and gather together all the Jews of Susa and fast for
me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. My maids and I will do the same. And then, though it is
against the law, I will go in to see the king. If I must die, I must die.” 17 So Mordecai went away and did
everything as Esther had ordered him.
Acts 20:24 (NLT)
24 But my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for finishing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus—
the work of telling others the Good News about the wonderful grace of God.
Acts 20:24 (NLT)
24 But my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for finishing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus—
the work of telling others the Good News about the wonderful grace of God.
Esther 6:11–14 (NLT)
11 So Haman took the robes and put them on Mordecai, placed him on the king’s own horse, and led him
through the city square, shouting, “This is what the king does for someone he wishes to honor!” 12
Afterward Mordecai returned to the palace gate, but Haman hurried home dejected and completely
humiliated. 13 When Haman told his wife, Zeresh, and all his friends what had happened, his wise advisers
and his wife said, “Since Mordecai—this man who has humiliated you—is of Jewish birth, you will never
succeed in your plans against him. It will be fatal to continue opposing him.” 14 While they were still
talking, the king’s eunuchs arrived and quickly took Haman to the banquet Esther had prepared.

