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Romans 5:3-5a, NLT
We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop
endurance. And endurance develops strength of character, and character strengthens our confident hope
of salvation. And this hope will not lead to disappointment.
Psalm 139:7–8 (NASB95)
7 Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? 8 If I ascend to heaven, You
are there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there.
Ezekiel 11:14–15 (NASB95)
14 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 15 “Son of man, your brothers, your relatives, your fellow
exiles and the whole house of Israel, all of them, are those to whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have
said, ‘Go far from the Lord; this land has been given us as a possession.’
Ezekiel 11:16 (NASB95)
16 “Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Though I had removed them far away among the nations and
though I had scattered them among the countries, yet I was a sanctuary for them a little while in the
countries where they had gone.” ’
When it comes to God’s presence, home is not always where we assume it is!
Ezekiel 10:18–19 (NASB95)
18 Then the glory of the Lord departed from the threshold of the temple and stood over the cherubim. 19
When the cherubim departed, they lifted their wings and rose up from the earth in my sight with the wheels
beside them; and they stood still at the entrance of the east gate of the Lord’s house, and the glory of the
God of Israel hovered over them.
Ezekiel 11:22–23 (NASB95)
22 Then the cherubim lifted up their wings with the wheels beside them, and the glory of the God of Israel
hovered over them. 23 The glory of the Lord went up from the midst of the city and stood over the
mountain which is east of the city.
God is with his people in their times of exile.
God will bring his people out of exile all the way home.
Ezekiel 11:17–20 (NASB95)
17 “Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “I will gather you from the peoples and assemble you out of
the countries among which you have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel.” ’ 18 “When they
come there, they will remove all its detestable things and all its abominations from it. 19 “And I will give
them one heart, and put a new spirit within them. And I will take the heart of stone out of their flesh and
give them a heart of flesh, 20 that they may walk in My statutes and keep My ordinances and do them.
Then they will be My people, and I shall be their God.

